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subdivision of said county, composed of two or more complete commis-
sioners' or justices' precincts, or school districts, such petition shall de-
scribe such subdivision by metes and bounds, as well as by the proper
numbers of such precincts or school districts; and said petition and the
description of such subdivision shall be recorded in full in the minutes
of the commissioners' court, and such description shall be embraced in
the notice given for such election; provided, that where a school district,
city or town may be composed in part of two or more subdivisions of the
county, named hereinbefore, the right to order and hold an election in
such school district, city or town, shall not be denied; and provided,
further, that no city or town shall be divided in holding a local option
election for any of the other subdivisions named herein; nor shall any
school district which has adopted local option, be divided in a subsequent
election, held for any other of such subdivisions covering a part of the
territory of such school district.

SEC. 2.' That all laws and parts of laws in conflict herewith be and
the same are hereby repealed.

SEc. 3. That the near approach of the close of this session creates an
emergency that thie constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three
several days be suspended, and it is so suspended, and that this act
take effect and be in force from and after its passage, and it is so enacted.

[NoTE.-The foregoing act passed both houses of the Legislature,
the vote by number of yeas and nays not given in either house.]

[NOT.-Thc foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas
for his approval, on Wednesday, the twelfth day of May, A. D. 1897,
but was not signed by him nor returned to the house in which it origin-
ated with his objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Con-
stitution, and thereupon became a law without his signature.-J. W.
MADDEN, Secretary of State.]

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment.

S. B. No. 154.] CHAPTER 163.

An Act to require cities to provide for a board of plumbers, to be known as the
examining and supervising board of plumbers; to regulate the duties of said
board, and to provide penalties for violation hereof.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: That
every city in this State having underground sewers or cesspools, shall
pass ordinances regulating the tapping of said sewers and cesspools; reg-
ulating house drainage and plumbing, creating a board for the examina-
tion of plumbers, to be known as the examining and supervising board of
plumbers'; to provide for an inspection of plumbing. Said board shall
consist of the following five persons: a member of the local board of
health, the city engineer, the chief plumbing inspector, a master plumber
-of not less than ten years active in continuous business experience, and
a journeyman plumber of not less than five years active continuous prac-
tical experience. The mayor and the local board of health shall make
said appointment, and shall regulate the length of term each member
shall serve; they shall fill all vacancies occurring in the examining and
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supervising board of plumbers; appointments'to said vacancies to be for
the unexpired term of the member whose place is filled.

SEC. 2. The examining and supervising board of plumbers herein
created shall examine and pass upon all persons now engaged in the
business of plumbing, whether as a master plunber, employing plumber,
or journeyman plumber, in their respective cities, and all persons who
may hereafter wish to engage in the business of plumbing as master
plumber, employing plumber, or journeyman plumber, within their re-
spective jurisdictions, and also all persons who may apply for the office
of plumbing inspector. They shall issue a license to such persons only
as shall successfully pass a required examination. They shall also regis-
ter ii a book to be kept for that purpose, the names and places of
business of all persons to whom a tplumber's license is issued. They
shall not issue license for more than one year, but the same shall be re-
newed from year to year, upon proper application.

SEC. 3. Each applicant for examination for plumber's license shall
pay to such person as the examining and supervising board of plumbers
may designate to receive the same, the sum of three ($3.00) dollars for
each master plumber examined, and the sum of two ($2.00) dollars for
each journeyman plumber examined, which fees may be used by said
board to defray any of its legitimate expenses, the residue, if any, to be
paid over to the treasurer of the city in which said board shall operate.
Members of the examining and supervising board of plumbers shall re-
ceive no compensation for their services on said board. Said license
shall be non-transferable, and said examination and examination fee
shall not be required of the same person more than once.

SEC. 4. In selecting the first or chief inspector of plumbing, herein
provided for, the mayor shall act with the other four members of said
board above specified. After said inspector of plumbing shall have been
chosen, he shall become the fifth member of the examining and supervis-
ing board of plumbers in place of the mayor.

SEC. 5. Be it further enacted: That license shall not be issued to any
person or firm to carry on or work at the business of plumbing, or to act
as inspector of plumbing, until he or they shall have appeared before the
examining and supervising board for examination and registration, and
shall have successfully passed the required examination. Every firm
carrying on the business of plumbing shall have at least one member
who is a practical plumber.

SEC. 6. Any person, whether as master plumber, employing, or jour-
neyman plumber, engaged in, working at, or conducting the business of
plumbing without license as provided in this act, shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor, and on conviction thereof, shall pay a fine of not less than
twenty nor more than two hundred and fifty dollars.

SEC. 7. All laws or parts of laws in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

SEC. 8. The near approach of the close of the present session of the
legislatureoand the large number of bills now upon the calendar of each
house create an emergency, and an imperative public necessity exists,
that the constitutional rule requiring bills to be read on three several
days be suspended, and it is so enacted.

[NoTE.-The foregoing act was presented to the Governor of Texas
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for his approval, on Friday, the twenty-first day of May, A. D. 1897,
but was not signed by him nor returned to the house in which it origin-
.ated with his objections thereto within the time prescribed by the Con-
stitution, and thereupon became a law without his signature.-J. W.
MADDEN, Secretary of State.]

Takes effect 90 days after adjournment.

.S. B. No. 258.] CHAPTER 164.

An act to create a State Text-Book Board and to procure for use In the public
fr6 schools of the State of Texas a series of uniform text books; delining the
duties of certain olilcers therein narned with reference thereto; making appro-
priation therefor; defining certain misdemeanors; providing penalties for the
violation of the provisions of this act, and declaring an emergency.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Texas: That
-the State Board of Education, together with the State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, the President of the Sam Houston Normal Institute
and the Attorney General shall constitute a State text-book board for the
purpose of adopting a uniform system of text-books for the use of the
public free schools of this State, and for the further purpose of executing
the provisions of this act. Said board is hereby authorized to select and
adopt a uniform system of text-books for the purpose above indicated,
and the text-books so selected shall be used in the public free schools of
this State for a period of not less than five years from the date of their
said adoption. Said series to include the following branches of study,
to-wit: Spelling, reading, English language lessons and grammar, geo.
graphy, arithmetic, the elements of physiology and hygiene, history of
the United States, history of the State of Texas, a graded system of
writing books; provided that any of said text-buoks shall not contain any-
thing of a partisan or sectarian character; and provided further, that the
State text-book board shall appoint a commission consisting of five per-
sons enga-ed in the school business as teachers or city or county superin-
tendents; provided, that not more than one of such commissioners shall
be appointed from any congressional district of this State, who shall ex-
amine in executive session all books sent to the State text-book board as
samples upon which bids arc to be based, and shall report upon the
merits of the books, irrespective of price, taking into consideration chiefly
the internal merits or subject matter of the books, but having proper re-
gard, also, to the material and mnechanical qualities of the books, and
shall report a classified list of said books to the State text-book board at
a date fixed by said board, arranging the books of each class and sub-
class or division in said report in the order in which they are recommend-
ed; that is, the first reader to which the commission gives its first recom-
mendation shall be the first on the list of first readers; the first reader to
which the board may give its second recommendation shall be placed sec-
ond on the list, and so on until all books examined by the said commis-
sion have been properly listed. This report shall be delivered to the text-
book board under seal and shall not be opened till the board meets to
-open and consider the bids of publishers or others desiring to have books
-adopted by the said board. The members of said commission shall,
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